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SUBJECT: COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS TO BE BURNED 
REF: 75 VIENTIANE 5087 (NOTAL) 

1 . IN A SOMEWHAT DELAYED DENOUEMENT TO A CONTROVERSY 
WHICH PROVIDED INNOCENT AMUSEMENT TO OBSERVERS DURING 
THE SUMMER OF 1975, THE LAO GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO 
BURN THE COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS FEATURING PORTRAITS OF 
AMERICAN PRESIDENTS WHICH IT HAD HAD PRINTED TO CELE- 
BRATE AMERICA'S BICENTENNIAL. 

2. THE INFORMATION MINISTRY'S OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF 
FEBRUARY 19 CARRIED THE FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
POSTS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY: 

BEGIN TEXT: IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OTHERS OF THE 
PEOPLE S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF LAOS, THE MINISTRY OF POSTS 
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AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS HAS ESTABLISHED, FOLLOWING MINISTERIAL 
DECISION NO. 13/MPT OF FEBRUARY 14, 1976, A COMMISSION FOR 
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THE BURNING OF THE POSTAGE STAMPS "USA BICENTENNIAL SERIES" 

WHICH DO NOT CONFORM TO THE PRESENT SITUATION OF LAOS. 

THIS COMMISSION MET ON FEBRUARY 16, 1976 AT 1500 AT THE 
MINISTRY OF P.T. UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF MR. SOMPHONE 
NAOVARATH, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POSTS. IT INCLUDED REPRESENTATIVES 
OF VARIOUS MINISTRIES, NOTABLY: MR. SOMLITH SAIGNAVON OF THE 
MINISTRY OF P.T.: MR. SOUKTHAVONE KEOLA OF THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS; MR. KHAMPHONG BOUNNAVONG OF THE MINISTRY OF 
FINANCE; MR. PHIVATH SOURICHACK OF THE MINISTRY OF IUSTICE; 

MR. SITHAT, DIRECTOR OF PHILATELY; MR. SISAVATH, COMPTROLLER OF 
POSTS AND MR. ROUZO, COMMERCIAL ATTACHE AT THE FRENCH EMBASSY 
IN LAOS, HOLDING POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR THE SOCIETE IGANFA. 

AFTER AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS, THE COMMISSION DECIDED 
TO HAVE THE STAMPS BURNED ON FEBRUARY 26, 1976. END TEXT. 

3. COMMENT: THE PRESS HAS STATED THAT THE EVENT IS TO TAKE 
PLACE SIMULTANEOUSLY IN VIENTIANE AND PARIS AT 0900 VIENTIANE TIME; 
I.E., 0300 AT PARIS. WE DO NOT YET KNOW IF THE AUTO-DA-FE 
WILL BE PUBLIC. CORCORAN 
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